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1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concems," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference characters "12" and "13" have both been used to designate "N-ISDN", which does not 
correspond to the specification disclosure, wherein the reference character "12" was used to 
designate "LAN". Corrected drawing sheets in compHance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.12 1(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. For proper consideration by the examiner, the applicant is requested to file an information 
disclosure statement complying with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(1), which requires the following: (1) a list 
of all patents, publications, applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the 
Office; (2) U.S. patents and U.S. patent application pubHcations listed in a section separately 
fi-om citations of other documents; (3) the application number of the application in which the 
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information disclosure statement is being submitted on each page of the hst; (4) a column that 
provides a blank space next to each document to be considered, for the examiner's initials; and 
(5) a heading that clearly indicates that the list is an information disclosure statement. 
4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 1, lines 4-6, it is confusing for reciting "a distributed gateway providing an 
interface between said circuit switched network and said service provider and packet networks" 
since it requires two gateways, one between the circuit switched network and the service 
provider network, and one between the circuit switched network and packet network according 
to Figure 1 and specification disclosure. Lines 6-7, the recitation of "whereby to effect access 
of said packet network to services provided by said service provider network" is rejected as 
functional language since there is no data structure supporting the claimed function. 

In claim 6, lines 1-2, "said shared set top unit" lacks antecedent basis; line 3, the 
recitation of "whereby to set up calls to said service provider network" is rejected as functional 
language since there is no data structure supporting the claimed function. 

In claim 7, lines 6-7, it is confusing for reciting "a distributed gateway providing an 
interface between said circuit switched network and said service provider and packet networks" 
since it requires two gateways, one between the circuit switched network and the service 
provider network, and one between the circuit switched network and packet network according 
to Figure 1 and specification disclosure. Lines 8-9, the recitation of "whereby to effect access 
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of said packet network to services provided by said service provider network" is rejected as 
functional language since there is no data structure supporting the claimed function. 

In claim 8, lines 6-7, the recitation of "whereby to effect access of said packet network 
to services provided by said service provider network" is rejected as functional language since 
there is no data structure supporting the claimed function. 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1, 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
TEMPLETON et al. in U.S. Patent No. 5,692,126, hereinafter referred to as TEMPLETON. 

Referring to claim 1, TEMPLETON discloses a commxmications network configuration 
comprising a packet network (72) to which a plurality of terminals (44, 46) are connected, a 
service provider network (42), a circuit switched network (66) provided intermediate said 
packet and service provider networks, and a pair of distributed gateways (62, 68) providing an 
interface between said circuit switched network and said service provider network, and 
an interface between said circuit switched network and said packet network, thereby to effect 
access of said packet network to services provided by said service provider network (see col. 2, 
line 55 to col. 3, line 3, col. 3, lines 15-39, col. 4, line 7 to col. 6, line 56, col. 7, line 60 to col. 8, 
line 20). 

Referring to claim 2, TEMPLETON discloses that the circuit switched network 
comprises an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) network (see col. 3, lines 4-9). 
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Referring to claim 7, TEMPLETON discloses a method for transmitting service traffic in 
a communications network comprising a packet network to which a plurality of terminals are 
connected, a service provider network arranged to provide service traffic, a circuit switched 
network provided intermediate said packet and service provider networks, the method 
including transmitting said service traffic via a pair of distributed gateways providing an 
interface between said circuit switched network and said service provider network, and an 
interface between said circuit switched network and said packet network, thereby to effect 
access of said packet network to services provided by said service provider network (see col. 2, 
line 55 to col. 3, line 3, col. 3, lines 15-39, col. 4, line 7 to col. 6, line 56, col. 7, line 60 to col. 8, 
line 20). 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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9. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over TEMPLETON in 
view of BALDWIN et al. in U.S. Patent No. 5,633,868, hereinafter referred to as BALDWIN. 

Referring to claim 3, TEMPLETON differs from the claim, in that, it does not disclose 
the feature of having ATM network carrying traffic in AAL-2 minicells, which is well known in 
the art and commonly used in ATM networking environment. BALDWIN, for example, from 
the similar field of endeavor, teaches the transmission of ATM cells complying with AAL-2 
protocol (see col. 8, line 36 to col. 9, line 3), which can be easily adopted by one of ordinary skill 
in the art into the system and method in TEMPLETON, to provide data transmission in specific 
ATM cell format as desired to fiilfiU the system specification requirement. 

10. Claim 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
TEMPLETON in view of BALDWIN, as applied to claim 3 above, and fiirther in view of 
HUMPLEMAN in U.S. Patent No. 5,579,308, hereinafter referred to as HUMPLEMAN. 

Referring to claim 4, the system from TEMPLETON in view of BALDWIN differs from 
the claim, in that, it does not disclose a shared set top unit for terminals, which is also well 
known in the art and commonly used in multimedia networking industry. HUMPLEMAN, for 
example, from the similar field of endeavor, teaches the uses of conventional set top unit (see 
col. 1, lines 40-54), which can be easily adopted by one of ordinary skill in the art into the 
system from TEMPLETON in view of BALDWIN, to provide connections between subscribers 
and extemal network and data provider to fiilfiU the system specification requirement. 

Referring to claim 5, TEMPLETON discloses a telephony service manager (58) for 
establishing calls between said terminals and said service provider network. 
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11. Claim 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
TEMPLETON in view of HUMPLEMAN. 

Referring to claim 8, TEMPLETON differs from the claim, in that, it does not disclose a 
shared set top unit for terminals, which is also well known in the art and commonly used in 
multimedia networking industry. HUMPLEMAN, for example, from the similar field of 
endeavor, teaches the uses of conventional set top unit (see col. 1, lines 40-54), which can be 
easily adopted by one of ordinary skill in the art into the system in TEMPLETON, to provide 
connections between subscribers and extemal network and data provider to fiilfiU the system 
specification requirement. 

Referring to claim 9, TEMPLETON discloses a telephony service manager (58) for 
establishing calls between said terminals and said service provider network. 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Alexander, Jr. et al., Frick et al., Bartholomew et al., and Civanlar et al. are cited to show 
the common feature of communication network configuration utilizing gateways/routers/bridges 
for interconnecting different networks with terminals therein similar to the claimed invention. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alpus H. Hsu whose telephone number is (571)272-3 146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571)272-3 1 34. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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